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Some words are commonly used interchangeably in popular media despite having different meanings.
This is the case with the terms attain and obtain especially in situations wherein someone obtains
something that is related to something that is usually attained. This post will help you determine
which word to use in your sentence and avoid mixups in the future.

The word attain is used as a verb which means “to succeed in achieving something that one desires
and has worked for” or “to reach a specified age, size, or amount.”
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Nasdaq

Indian football team attain highest FIFA ranking in 21 years
Deccan Chronicle

Collie Art Gallery attain grant
Collie Mail

On the other hand, obtain is a verb which means “to get, acquire, or secure something.”
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It is important to note that attain is associated with putting forth some degree of effort to produce
results while it is not necessarily true for obtain. For example, a person certainly needs to exert effort
in order to attain  a PhD degree while you do not necessarily need to have effort to obtain a copy of
the latest men’s magazine. Another example is that a country needs to put effort on research to
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attain nuclear technology but they can opt to just obtain nuclear weapons from other countries.

Hopefully, this post helped you distinguish between the two terms and refrain from using attain and
obtain interchangeably in the future.
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