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Some transitive verbs are followed by two objects – one direct object and one indirect object.

I bought him a present.
She told us a story.
He taught me English.
In sentence 1, present is the direct object of bought and him is the indirect object.

I bought …what? A present (Direct object)
I bought …to whom? Him (Indirect object)
Similarly, in sentence 2, story is the direct object and us is the indirect object. In sentence 3, English
is the direct object and me is the indirect object.

Notes

The indirect object usually refers to a person and the direct object usually refers to a thing.

The complement

Study the following examples:

Dogs bark.
Birds fly.
The wind blows.
The intransitive verbs (bark, fly and blows) in the above sentences express a complete thought
without the help of any other words. Hence they are called verbs of complete predication.

Now study the following examples:

She seemed…
The boy was…
Here the verbs seemed and was are verbs of incomplete predication because they do not express a
complete thought. A word or phrase has to be supplied to complete their sense.

She seemed upset / angry/ disturbed / worried.
The boy was singing / reading / dancing / playing.
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The word or phrase thus added to complete the meaning of a verb is called its complement.
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