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While people generally use both for all intents and purposes and for all intensive purposes to mean
“in every practical sense,” ”seeming as if,” or “virtually/almost completely,” the standard form of the
idiom is for all intents and purposes.

“For all intents and purposes, Ethereum Classic is a worthless scam.”
Huffington Post

“My mother’s heart would be broken to know her siblings have, for all intents and purposes,
cut me out of their lives.”
Chicago Tribune

“Your money, for all intents and purposes, is infinite; there are millions of ways to make
money.”
Huffington Post

It may not pass the editorial process but it is not uncommon for you to encounter the use of for all
intensive purposes both in speech and in print.

“For all intensive purposes, the Martellus Bennett era in Chicago is officially over.”
FanSided

The confusion may be attributed to the phonetic similarity between these phrases. If spoken aloud,
for all intents and purposes and for all intensive purposes would virtually sound the same. This is why
for all intensive purposes is considered a fairly common eggcorn, a word or phrase that result from a
mishearing or misinterpretation of another.

For all intents and purposes, on the other hand, originated from the idiom “to all intents and
purposes” which was used in English law in the 1500s. It is a shorter form of the original phrase “to all
intents, constructions, and purposes” found in an act adopted by Henry VII in 1547.

The use of “for” in place of “to” eventually gained popularity, hence, the emergence of the idiom’s
current form. However, “to all intents and purposes” is still being used by some writers.

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/david-seaman/why-did-coindesk-promote_b_11354072.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/lifestyles/askamy/ct-ask-amy-ae-0713-20160713-column.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/megan-bramefinkelstein/why-its-probably-time-to-_b_11351052.html
http://fansided.com/2016/03/04/chicago-bears-working-trading-tight-end-martellus-bennett/
https://www.englishgrammar.org/


For all intents and purposes vs. for all intensive purposes

EnglishGrammar.org

“To all intents and purposes, bitcoin is ‘discovered’ by computers that compete globally with
one another to gain credit for sealing off the latest block in the chain.”
Forbes

In conclusion, you are advised, for all intents and purposes, to use the correct idiom and avoid using 
the eggcorn especially in your written work.

http://www.forbes.com/sites/peterdetwiler/2016/07/21/mining-bitcoins-is-a-surprisingly-energy-intensive-endeavor/
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