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The possessive forms mine, yours, his, hers, ours and theirs are pronouns, used without following
nouns.

That coat is mine. Is this yours?

My hair is black. His is grey.

He is a friend of ours.

I have a book of yours with me.

We do not use articles with possessive pronouns.

‘Can I borrow your pen?’ ‘I can’t find mine.’ (NOT I can’t find the mine.)

Its and one’s cannot be used as pronouns, but one’s own can be used as a pronoun.

Other people’s lives always seem more interesting than one’s own. (NOT Other people’s lives always
seem more interesting than one’s.)

The possessive word whose can be used both as an adjective and as a pronoun.

Whose bag is this? (whose as an adjective modifying the noun bag)

Whose is this bag? (whose as a pronoun)

A plural possessive adjective is usually followed by a plural noun.

The teacher told the boys to open their books. (NOT The teacher told the boys to open their book.)

The words my, your, his, her, their and our are possessive adjectives. They are used with nouns.

This is my bag. (Here my is used as an adjective modifying the noun bag.)

This bag is mine. (Here mine is used as a pronoun.)
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